JUSTICE FOR THE SHREWSBURY PICKETS CAMPAIGN
CAMPAIGN UPDATE AND APPEAL.

Since issuing the last Campaign Bulletin update, the proposed continuing campaign of public awareness meetings had to be curtailed due to a number of factors, not least of which was Ricky Tomlinson’s indisposal due to the small matter of undergoing multiple bypass surgery? We are pleased to report that Ricky is recovering well and has resumed his hectic lifestyle. 

· Committee members have met with Campbell James Malone Solicitor, at Stephensons Solicitors Library Street, Wigan. Campbell is the solicitor who originally represented some of the pickets in the 1973 trials.

· Campbell welcomed the meeting and he described the procedures that it might be feasible to access in order to obtain additional evidence of the conspiracy that had taken place to bring about the injustice that had befallen those charged and imprisoned.

· Thus far the Justice Committee has been primarily concerned with publicising and generally rousing awareness of the injustice that was perpetrated in the aftermath of the 1972 Building Workers’ Strike.

· A successful programme of public meetings had taken place and support group activity has now developed in a number of places including an active group in London. The Committee now believed the time to be right to both resume the public meetings programme and commence the legal processes available to resurrect appeals against the manifestly unjust sentences.

· It was felt however that to ensure that the requisite support might be forthcoming from the Labour Movement as a whole, the Committee needed to demonstrate just where the Campaign is heading.  It was therefore felt that legal assistance should now be formally engaged and Campbell Malone spelled out what might be entailed in pursuing a legal course of action.

· Campbell had hitherto carried out some work and investigation time on a “Pro Bono” basis, He would be happy to take on the brief if this was properly done. In the first instance, he needed to ensure that he was not encroaching on anything that might still be ongoing with any other legal colleagues and this was understood. He would need he said to be instructed by individuals who had already had appeals against their sentences turned down and who might now wish him to prepare an Application on their behalf to be put before the Criminal Cases Review Commission.

· Arising from this a further meeting with Campbell Malone took place when three of those eligible to have such an application made were in attendance. In the case of our late colleague Des Warren, his posthumous application could be legitimately activated by his son Andy. 

· The Committee members declared that they would endorse a call for Campbell to be formally engaged and that they would need to look at the means of financing this. It was stated that no difficulty was envisaged in joining in others who were also convicted in 1973 later if they so wished.

· Campbell Malone has now realistically set out what needs to be done to activate the process and in response to the request of those attending the meetings has now set out also the envisaged initial legal costs that must be expended to pursue this agreed stratagem.

· He stressed that the size of the task should not be underestimated, but as a long term supporter of the victimised pickets is only too glad to be officially instructed.

· The Committee will shortly issue a further bulletin to advertise the next planned public meeting.

It is now of paramount importance for the Committee to access all potential sources of raising the revenue necessary to pay for the legal services and further promote and sustain the Campaign. 

We call upon all fellow Trade Unionists and Labour Movement Supporters to support this Financial Appeal. It is possible that some donations may still be getting sent to the original Hardship Fund set up in 1973. Will you kindly redirect any such donations to the present Campaign Fund.  All donations should be made payable to “Shrewsbury Justice Campaign” and be sent c/o Merseyside Hazards & Environmental Centre, 85/89 Duke Street, Liverpool L1 5AP. For telephone contact, ring: 0151 709 9948 or 07907307853

Please bring this financial appeal to the notice of your trade union or union branch, your workplace or other potentially supportive organisation.
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