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35 years have elap sed since the 1972 B
uilding W

orkers' N
ational

S
trike, after w

hich 24 Trade U
nionists w

ere convicted, in a hostile
act perpetrated by a Tory G

overnm
ent to crim

inalise picketing. A
num

ber of these m
en w

ere given severe prison sentences. B
est

know
n w

ere D
es W

arren and R
icky Tom

linson, w
ho becam

e know
n

as the "S
hrew

sbury 2." D
es died as a direct result of the treatm

ent
m

eted out to him
 during his lengthy incarceration.

S
uccessive G

overnm
ent s both Tory and Labour, have rem

ained
unresponsive to the calls for these perverse judgem

ent s to be set
aside, and for these m

en to be cleared. T
here is now

 a renew
al of

the cam
paign, even after all this tim

e, and the death of som
e of

those involved, to secure justice for these Trade U
nion C

om
rades.

T
he cam

paign is also calling for a P
ublic Inquiry to expose the role

of successive governm
ent s and the secret services in the event s

surrounding this im
port ant tim

e in labour history.

F
or m

ore details contact: M
ike A

bbott (C
am

paign S
ecretary)

c/o M
erseyside H

azards &
 E

nvironm
ental C

entre
85/89 D

uke S
treet, Liverpool, L1 5A

P
Tel: 0151 709 9948  M

obile: 07907307853
em

ail: justice4pickets@
yahoo.co.uk  

or see: w
w

w
.shrew

sburypicket
scam

p
aign.org.uk
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'T
he K

ey to M
y C

ell' by D
es W

arren.

F
irst published in 1982, it has a clear

relevance for w
orkers in today's casualised

construction industry w
ith it s app alling
safety record.

F
orew

ord by R
icky Tom

linson

C
ost: £10

Justice for the S
hrew

sbury 24
'T

' shirt
s 

C
ost: £8

'S
hrew

sbury W
hose C

onspiracy'
by D

es W
arren

D
es W

arren lays out clearly here the real
conspiracy of the governm

ent, in league
w

ith the building em
ployers. 

C
ost: £2

To join the cam
paign, or to purchase any of the above, please fill in

the form
 below

 and post it to the address on the front of this flier.

N
am

e:..

A
ddress:...

em
ail or phone:...

Item
 required:...

U
pdate July 2007
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T
he Justice for the S

hrew
sbury P

icket
s C

am
p

aign dem
ands a

full public inquiry to lif
t the lid on the political conspiracy

behind the jailing of the S
hrew

sbury picket
s.

B
elow

 are som
e of the questions that the C

am
paign w

ant
answ

ered:

• H
ow

 m
uch influence did the

construction com
p anies

exert over the governm
ent

and the judiciary? In
particular w

hat w
as the

involvem
ent of the hugely

influential M
cA

lpine
building fam

ily? 

• W
hy did the trials proceed

even though tw
o sep arate

police forces had advised
against prosecution?

• W
hy w

ere som
e of the

picket s approached, before
the trials, to see if they
w

ould becom
e prosecution

w
itnesses only to be

charged w
hen they refused?

• W
hy did the governm

ent send a m
essage to M

aurice D
rake, the

prosecuting counsel in the trials, saying that on no account
should there be any jail sentences? 

• F
ollow

ing recent press reports that M
I5 suppressed the cam

paign
to release the picket s from

 jail, w
hat exactly w

as M
I5’ s role in the

political conspiracy against the picket s?

T
he Justice C

am
p aign are determ

ined to identify any legal
m

echanism
 that m

ight serve to further our dem
ands that the nam

es
of the m

en convicted be cleared and that a w
ide ranging public

inquiry be est ablished that w
ill expose the true conspiracy , that

w
hich w

as perpetrated against these trade union m
em

bers.

Q
u
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s
t
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 in
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h
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s
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U
C

A
TT sponsored M

P
M

ichael C
lapham

 (B
arnsley W

est &
P

enistone, Labour) raised the follow
ing w

ith the M
inistry of Justice:

“T o ask the M
inister of S

tate, M
inistry of Justice if he w

ill initiate an
inquiry into the arrest, prosecution and conviction of the 24 building
w

orkers in 1972, know
n as the S

hrew
sbury 24, and the subsequent

treatm
ent they have received w

hilst serving their jail sentences; and
if he w

ill place copies of the docum
ents held by his D

epartm
ent

relating to the case in the Library.’

T
he answ

er from
 G

erry S
utclif fe (P

arliam
ent ary U

nder-S
ecretary,

M
inistry of Justice) didn’t answ

er the question:

A
ny person w

ho believes they have been the victim
 of a

m
iscarriage of justice can apply to the C

rim
inal C

ases R
eview

C
om

m
ission (C

C
R

C
) for a review

 of their case. T
he C

C
R

C
 has the

pow
er to review

 possible m
iscarriages of justice...(for full text of

answ
er see H

ansard case 143701).

P
oster from

 1974
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A
successful event w

as held in M
ay at R

uskin H
ouse, C

roydon,
organised by the S

W
 London S

hrew
sbury D

efence C
om

m
ittee.

A
London w

ide cam
p aign group has now

  been launched, and there w
ill

be a m
eeting in S

eptem
ber. F

or m
ore details contact: 

M
ick D

ooley of U
C

A
T

T
 07960 032 101

C
am

p aign activities w
ill be posted on our w

ebsite as soon as
arrangem

ents are confirm
ed. P

lease keep in touch w
ith us in this w

ay.
w

w
w

.shrew
sburypicket

scam
p

aign.org.uk


